
Audrey Hepburn, 
In Art and Life!
Audrey Hepburn’s elder son, Sean Hepburn Ferrer, 
shares the memory, love and life of his mother in a 
beautiful children’s book.

L ittle Audrey’s Daydream: The 
Life of Audrey Hepburn is an 
enchanting, empowering story, 

and a homage to the powerful legacy of 
a woman, icon and humanitarian whose 
memory continues to create positive 
change. Written by Sean and his wife, 
Karin Hepburn Ferrer, this charming fable 
meets fairy tale has a poignant timeliness 
given the current global pandemic.

Audrey Hepburn was extraordinary - a 
screen legend, a fashion icon, and above 
all, a mother and humanitarian. Her 
enduring and universal appeal has never 
wavered and continues to generate 
awareness of critical, humanitarian causes. 

At only 23 years of age, she was the fi rst 
actress to win an Academy Award, a Golden 
Globe and a BAFTA for a single performance 
(Roman Holiday). She is also one of only 
15 individuals to have earned an Emmy, a 
Grammy, an Academy Award and a Tony! 
Audrey had charisma and charm unlike any 
other. She didn’t just represent the magic 
of movies in a golden age but projected 
a warmth beyond the reel that made her 
feel real. What’s more she had the strength 
of spirit that enabled her to survive the 
Second World War – enduring tremendous 
deprivation – without bitterness for what 
she had lost, but rather with a genuine 
determination to live a good, grateful, 
generous and gracious life. 

And it is her life that is her greatest gift. 
Following a magnifi cent career and the 
immense joy she found in motherhood, 
Audrey Hepburn devoted the fi nal chapter of 
her life to UNICEF. Her sincere empathy and 
her unstoppable quest to end the devastating, 
immoral and preventable suffering of so many 
of the world’s children remain a cause that her 
family continues today.

Indeed, Sean has spent the past 30 
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years honouring her powerful legacy. His 
commitment has created signifi cant change 
and he is now proudly passing his mother’s 
legacy on to his children. His most recent 
exhibition, Intimate Audrey, was launched 
in 2019, in Brussels, Audrey’s place of birth, 
in celebration of what would have been 
her 90th Birthday. The exhibition became 
the genesis for Little Audrey’s Daydream: 
The Life of Audrey Hepburn. It was the 
decision to create a catalogue for children 
– chronicling the life of the little girl and the 
person behind the image – that enabled 
Sean to realize he had the heart of a 
marvellous children’s story. Thus, the book 
captures the spirit of Audrey Hepburn and 
the essence of her touching life. 

Sean had the memory and experience of 
his close bond to his mother to draw upon, 
“I was fortunate to have a great relationship 
with her but also a great friendship”. It is 
through the conversations he had with his 
mother, about her childhood, about UNICEF, 
about what mattered most to her, that he 
could write with such heartfelt sincerity and 
authenticity.

Little Audrey’s Daydream is a clever balance 
of life and art. It’s a story about a little girl 
trapped in a war who uses her imagination 
for escape and to retain positivity and hope 
for her future. It encourages children to relish 
their imagination, to dream, to believe, and 
ultimately, to think of others. Sean says, his 
mother’s life “really was like a fairy tale” and 
included, “the good and the bad”.

He knew that he had “all of the pieces”. It 
was just a matter “of honing it and focusing 
it”. His wife and business collaborator, 
Karin, was instrumental in this process. 
Together they have written an engaging 
and endearing book that will connect with 
children in an inspiring and purposeful way. 

The narrative is appropriately paced with 
suspense, wonder and excitement. It 
successfully imbues the fantasy of dreams 
with an understanding of the real world that 
has particular signifi cance for children today.

Importantly, the story works on its own 
merits, without reader awareness of the 
biographical reality, though the latter 
certainly adds signifi cance.

It has been delicately and delightfully 
illustrated by Dominique Corbasson and 
François Avril with evocative images - 
gentle, whimsical, traditional, yet modern 
and magical - that intensify the creative 
colours of the text. Tragically, Dominique 
died of cancer shortly after she completed 
this project. Sean says, “it acquired even 
greater depth because of this”.

Audrey Hepburn died of a rare form of 
cancer, Pseudomyxoma Peritonei, in 1993.  
The author proceeds are being donated 
to EURORDIS, The European Organisation 
for Rare Diseases.

It is available at all good independent 
bookstores and online.
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BOOK REVIEW

I f you want to become an undying 
legend, just write one of the best 
American novels of the century and 

then go into wilful self-exclusion. That’s 
what J.D. (“Jerry”) Salinger did after writing 
The Catcher in the Rye. This fi lm by French 
Canadian director Philippe Falardeau, tells 
the story of a young woman who becomes 
yet another tangent to the Salinger 
mystique.

Joanna (Margaret Qualley) is a straight A 
student destined for college, but also feeling 
penned by conventional expectations. 

She has a vague and familiar yearning to 
‘be a writer’ and decides to ditch her nice 
boyfriend and head to New York to broaden 
her horizons. There, she falls for a shaggy 
bohemian guy and then lucks into a job 
at a literary agency. The agency is run by 
the strict-but-benign Margaret (Sigourney 
Weaver), who gently whips Joanna into 
shape. The agency is small but prestigious 
in its way, and it has handled some literary 
greats in past decades.

Its prize client now though is Jerry Salinger 
and Joanna takes over the job of handling 
the endless requests for contact that he 
has resolutely told the agency to spurn and 
shred. Joanna cannot help but be moved 
by the yearning of the people that write in 

saying how much his novel means to them. 
She herself is part of that huge unknown 
population that feels the gravitational pull 
of literature, but, equally, she has to grow up 
and realise that there is a real world beyond 
teenage dreams and that, in addition, 
publishing is a business.

Much of the emotional core of the movie 
revolves around the older-younger female 
mentoring relationship in which Weaver and 
Qualley both convince. As in the fi lm The 
Devil Wears Prada (also about a glamorous 
but misunderstood industry), this is about 
the desire to retain ambition and hope and 
yet balance it with realism and resilience.

The side characters are well played and 
written, and the period feel is easy on the 
eye. The source material is from a memoir by 
Joanna Smith Rakoff (who shares script credit 
with the director).

Qualley (who has done TV work and had 
a crucial part in Once Upon a Time in 
Hollywood) has a wide-eyed but watchful 
persona here and she is certainly a name 
to note. Falardeau is a safe pair of hands. 
His earlier fi lm Monsieur Lazhar (2011) 
was an under-seen gem and here he once 
again allows the well-observed human 
sentiments and particularities of character 
to anchor the fi lm.

Director Philippe Falardeau

Cast Margaret Qualley
 Sigourney Weaver
 Douglas Booth
 Seana Kerslake
 Bruan F. O’Byrne
 Colm Feore

Distributor Palace Films
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…well-observed 
human sentiments 
and particularities 
of character anchor 
the fi lm.
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